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Regional organizations have also been created for very specific purposes. 
These include modern-day alliances, like the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO), which formed for security purposes after World War II and today 
includes a broad range of states from both Eastern and Western Europe and the 
United States. Similarly, economic needs have brought states together; perhaps 
the best-known organization in this regard is the European Union (EU), intro-
duced in chapter 6.

Through a series of multilateral treaties, the EU has expanded to become a 
major regional power. It is integrated on multiple levels, including a common 
passport and currency—the euro. Today, twenty-eight of Europe’s forty-nine 
countries are members of the EU (see Table 10.1), an association of states that 
has developed its own parliament, laws, and coordinated trade policies. Six 
countries are candidate members: Croatia, Macedonia, Iceland, Montenegro, 
Serbia, and Turkey. Their candidacy has forced the EU to look more closely at 
itself and the practices of its member states. A critical issue has been the extent 
to which the membership can be more broadly defined. The EU requires 
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Country Entry Country Entry

Austria 1995 Italy 1957

Belgium 1957 Latvia 2004

Bulgaria 2007 Lithuania 2004

Croatia 2013 Luxembourg 1957

Cyprus 2004 Malta 2004

Czech Rep. 2004 Netherlands 1957

Denmark 1973 Poland 2004

Estonia 2004 Portugal 1986

Finland 1995 Romania 2007

France 1957 Slovakia 2004

Germany 1957 Slovenia 2004

Greece 1981 Spain 1986

Hungary 2004 Sweden 1995

Ireland 1973 United Kingdom 1973
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Source: European Union, “EU member countries,” http://europa.eu/about-eu/countries/member-countries/index_en.htm.


